
“Find Your Voice”  

 

The West Chicago Community High School Language Arts 

Division promotes student engagement and empowerment 

as captured in its motto, “Find Your Voice.” In that spirit, 

please recognize and celebrate the accomplishments of 

some of our most committed Wildcats, members of Creative 

Writing Club, WEGO Drama, and the Wildcat Chronicle. 
They have developed their skills and interests through 

language arts coursework and extracurriculars: 

 

“Pandora” 
 

Creative Writing  

Members of the WCCHS Creative Writing club, sponsored by English 

teachers Amanda Cordes and Tara Deleon qualified to compete at the 

Upstate Eight Literary Festival this April. Senior Jacob Vogt placed first 

in the short story category for his work, “Pandora,” that creates a novel 

post apocalyptic world in which the protagonist, twelve-year-old Sasha, is 

transformed into a being who is more than human. Vogt’s work was 

judged against more than 100 other submissions from students 

throughout the conference. 

 

Also recognized at the Upstate Eight Literary Festival, sophomore 

Brandon Morss placed second in poetry for his free submission, “When 

One Lives to Beware,” which concludes with the warning, “Take care, if 

care means anything to you.” Morss also earned a third place finish for 

“Words to Fall on Deaf Ears” that includes the refrain, “How does one 

know if he is the last man on Earth?” 

 

Three additional WEGO award winners, senior Barbara Richert, senior 

Brandon Perez, and Katie Bovee received a third place finish in 

poetry, honorable mention in rap, and honorable mention in poetry 

respectively. 

 

 

 

 



Drama  

The WEGO Drama program’s 2015-2016 season featuring the theme, “Character 

Counts!,” garnered special recognition from the IHSA  for its character and talent  

at the state competition this month. The group was awarded the 2016 IHSA 

Sportsmanship Award in addition to earning 6th place during the final round of the 

IHSA State Group Interpretation competition. The actors and crew for Breakthrough 

under the direction of English teacher Mark Begovich include Grecia Bahena, 
Robert Bradley, Abby Carr, Maggie Clancy, Kenneth Correa, Dylan 

Davidson, Jessica Garcia, Ricky Geiser, Jessica Gomez, Megan Graal, 
Stephen Lewis, Evy McLean, Nayeli Miguel, Alondra Padilla, Neve Ryan, 
Katie Steininger, Maxwell Smith, Connor Thompson, Natalie Thompson, 

Joy Vogt, Alex Weaver, and Noah Zieche. WCCHS staff member Chris Jensen led 

the Scenic Design and Technical Direction. Technology Center of DuPage staff member 

Jamie Eliza did hair and make-up. 

 

Special congratulations to the three WEGO Drama members who were 

selected for All-State Acting Awards: senior Robert Bradley, junior 

Megan Graal, and senior Stephen Lewis. 
 

What’s next for WEGO Drama? Join in the fun at next week’s musical 

production The Drowsy Chaperone, which will be performed April 

28-30th at 7 p.m. in the Weyrauch Auditorium. Tickets are available at 

www.wegotheatre.com and at the door.  

 

Then, come support Advanced Drama students as they present 

SNAPSHOT ’16, an evening of original works written, directed, and 

performed by students in the Advanced Drama Class.  It is a free, one-night event on 

May 7, 2016 at 7 pm.  

 

 

http://www.wegotheatre.com/
http://www.wegotheatre.com/


Finally, the 2nd
 Annual 24-Hour Play Festival, a student-written and performed show 

constructed and executed in one day will be held on Saturday, May 14th at 7 pm. 

 

Want to be a part of the Wego Drama 2016-17 season?  Auditions will be held on May 

23rd
and 24th at 3:30pm. The new season promises many “Live Adventures”!  Rising 8th 

graders who are enrolled as freshmen for the fall of 2016 are welcome and strongly 

encouraged to attend.  Information is available at www.wegotheatre.com or contact 

sponsor Mark Begovich at mbegovich@d94.org. 
 

Journalism 

In its inaugural year as an online publication, the Wildcat Chronicle sponsored by 

English teacher Laura Kuehn has produced two national award winners, 

editor-in-chief, senior Kyle Paup, and features editor, sophomore Catherine Miller. 
 

Paup, who began writing for the WEGO newspaper as a sophomore, surpassed more 

than 150 students to receive Quill and Scroll’s highest individual award in news writing 

for two pieces, an October 2015 submission that reported on the recognition of WCCHS 

2016 Distinguished Graduate Award recipient, Ray Stejskal or “Ramblin’ Ray Stevens” 

from CBS Radio station, US 99.5 and a December 2015 article highlighting District 94’s 

recognition as one of three districts in the state to be be awarded rights to a pilot 

e-learning. Paup will attend Lewis University in the fall and plans to major in English. 

 

“Distinguished Alumni Award winner Ray Stejskal, also known as Ramblin’ Ray Stevens on 

US99.5, relived the school’s diverse community and welcoming atmosphere during a visit to the 

school that has changed greatly since his time within its walls.” - from Kyle Paup’s 

award-winning Wildcat Chronicle article, ‘Honored Alumnus Discussed Lasting Impressions of 

High School,’ which can be accessed at http://goo.gl/IyC2gI. 
 

 

Tenth grader Catherine Miller received a national Quill 

and Scroll award for her January 2016 features article, 

“Inventor Continues to Benefit from Game,” about John 

Spinello, University of Illinois graduate and inventor of 

Hasbro Gaming’s 1964 edition of “Operation.” Miller bested 

more than two hundred other student submissions. Read 

the entire article at http://goo.gl/cxAam9. 
 

 

John Spinello, creator of the game Operation, after his  

own surgery. Photo by Catherine Miller for the Wildcat Chronicle 

 

http://www.wegotheatre.com/
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Please support these writers and the entire Wildcat Chronicle staff with your patronage. 

The student-run and student-created online newspaper can be accessed daily at 

http://wildcatchronicle.org/. Students interested in writing for the Chronicle next year 

should contact Laura Kuehn at lkuehn@d94.org. 
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